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INDONESIAN BATIK FEATURED IN NEW EXHIBITION AT CMA 
CLEVELAND — Batik from the Indonesian island of Java will be featured in Fabric of 
Enchantment: Batik from the North Coast of Java from the Inger McCabe Elliott 
Collection at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, on view at the Cleveland Museum 
of Art (CMA) Dec. 17, 2000-Feb. 1 1, 2001. More than 80 elaborately colored textile 
masterpieces from the mid- 1800s through the mid- 1900s will be displayed in the show, 
including sarungs, “hip wrappers,” and other garments and decorative pieces. The show is 
organized by the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, where many of these pieces were 
exhibited in 1996-1997. Admission is free. 

“These cloths not only are tours de force in technical achievement, but also are 
incredibly beautiful symbols of status,” notes Louise W. Mackie, CMA’s curator of textiles 
and Islamic art. “It is a great pleasure to bring these works of art to the museum.” 

North coast Javanese batik is a melding of international artistic styles. A thriving 
trade with China, India, and the countries of the Mediterranean area, along with Dutch 
colonial influences, led to the intermarriage of foreigners with Indonesia’s native peoples. 
Indo-Chinese, Indo-Arabians, and Indo-Europeans all inhabited the north coast of Java from 
the mid- 19th to the mid-20th century. 

The colorful textiles in this show feature floral sprays, birds, plants, and geometric 
shapes. Their range of pastel and jewel tones is unique to the north coast region — and 
strikingly different from central Javanese batiks, which feature blue, brown, and white linear 
patterns used by native Indonesians. North coast designs were adapted from local flora and 
fauna, Indian textiles, Chinese textiles and ceramics, European magazines, Arabic 
calligraphy, and symbols of colonial Dutch power. 

Batiks are “communication art,” in that a hip wrapper or sarung reveal cultural 
identity, age, religion, and status — economic, social, and marital — for both women and 
men. Batiks were part of a bride’s dowry and were worn at her wedding, and could be used to 
adorn the nuptial chambers. 

Examples of Indo-European hip wrappers in the show (cat. nos. 17, about 1850, and 
22, about 1900) feature the fine detail and elegant floral and animal imagery that would 
appeal to a lady of highest society. A red Indo-Chinese altar cloth (cat. no. 79, about 
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1910-20) depicts mythical figures, a large dragon flanked by a tiger and leopard, and mortals above. An 
Indo-Arabian hip wrapper (cat. no. 36, about 1920-30) tells the story of the Dutch conquest of the 
Indonesian island of Lombok in 1894. 

Each high-quality batik may take several months to complete. Frequently they were designed by 
women, often Dutch. Batik is created by applying molten wax to selected areas of a textile to prevent the 
absorption of dyes. In Java, batik makers use a canting, or wax pen (a copper container with a spout), to 
apply the wax to both sides of a cotton or silk cloth, making it reversible. For each color used, specific areas 
of the cloth must be covered with wax and then uncovered by boiling it off. Women typically apply the wax, 
while men prepare the cloth and dye it. As a final luxurious touch, gold leaf was sometimes added. 

A catalogue of the exhibition will be available for purchase in the museum store ($65 hardback, 
$29.95 paperback). 

Lectures and Workshops 

Inger McCabe Elliott collected these batiks and gave them to the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. She 
will lecture on The Lustful EyE: A Designer’s Journey on Friday, Jan. 12, 2000, at 6 p.m. in CMA s Recital 
Flail. A free reception will follow the event. Elliott is also a photojoumalist, designer, and former owner of 
China Seas, Inc., who says she discovered color through these batiks. 

Curator Louise W. Mackie will present free gallery talks on Friday, Jan. 19, and Wednesday, Jan. 31, 
at 6 p.m. 

Free Family Express workshops, Magical Colors: Batik Dyeing, will take place Sundays from Jan. 

14 through Feb. 1 1, 2001. These are workshops co-sponsored by the Textile Art Alliance (TAA), an affiliate 
group of the CMA, and the museum’s education department. 

Robin VanLear, CMA’s coordinator of community arts, will instruct batik artists of all skill levels on 
traditional batik technique in a two-day adult workshop, Explorations in Batik, to be offered twice: 

• Saturday, Jan. 13, and Saturday, Jan. 20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

• Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 15 and 16, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Cleveland artist Wendy Mahon will assist VanLear. Fees are $135 ($100 for CMA members). Each 
class is limited to 10 people. Call (216) 421-7340, ext. 461, to register. 

For more information on the CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit 
www.clevelandart.org . 
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